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LesLie KeaN’s Book aBout UFOs, which went on sale in
August and already has landed on the New York Times
best-seller list, is receiving unprecented coverage by main-
stream media, including such diverse organizations as

. National Public Radio (NPR) and US4 Today. This is just
. dandy with Kean, who says she wrote the book to increase
awareness about UFOs among skeptics. Veteran newspaper
L reporter Bill Ryberg’s interviewed Kean for the Journal—
a publication that’s always been dedicated to maintaining
¥ an open attitude toward the phenomenon. Story on page 4.

COLLECTION OF BERNARD THOUANEL
This striking photo of a mysterious disk over Costa Rica is from Leslie Kean’s
book, UFOs: Generals, Pilots, and Government Officials Go On the Record.
. |t was taken in 1971 by a Costa Rican mapping aircraft. Extensive analysis of
the image by the French govenment is discussed in Kean’s book.
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Read Dwight
Connelly’s
review of
Kean'’s book
on page 8,
and a related
opinion piece
on page 9.
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By Clifford Clift

Is cHANGE NECEssArY for MUFON?
Yes and no. MUFON has been go-
ing through many changes over the
past seven months in an attempt to
stabilize our financal situation. As
we continue to gain members, more
changes are needed for MUFON to
remain the No. 1 UFO investigative
organization in the world. While we
don’t need to change our basic ap-
proach, we do need to improve on it.

MUFON already has first-class
members—now we need to become
a first-class organization.

MUFON operates with three
constants: 1) a dedication to the sci-
entific study of the UFO phenom-
enon, 2) volunteers, who form the
heart and soul of our organization,
and 3) a commitment to remaining
a non-profit corporation.

The scientific study and inves-
tigation of UFOs is MUFON’’s rea-
son for being. This hasn’t changed,
nor will it. MUFON’’s field investi-
gators are doing an outstanding job.

director's message

First-class members
deserve top treatment

The Star Team has been developed
to support and enhance our inves-
tigations.

Since MUFON’s field inves-
tigators are volunteers, they have
jobs and families, and are not al-
ways able to conduct an investi-
gation within 24 to 48 hours as
required for Category 3 cases. MU-
FON’s newly initiated Star Team
will be able to deploy within this
time frame.

Star Team members are ap-
pointed by State Directors and ap-
proved by Chase Kloetzke, Star
Team manager, and Chuck Reever,
director of investigations. The Star
Team will not replace field investi-
gators but will work in conjunction
with them and with the state direc-
tors. Star Team members also will
be experienced in the use of sophis-
ticated scientific equipment.

MUFON’s Star Team will begin
on October 15. Chase Kloetzke has

Continued on page 11
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majic men: the movie

Hollywood inspired by serious UFO research

By Stanton Friedman

AS A SCIENTIST WHO OVER THE
YEARS has authored or coauthored
many books and scientific papers
as well as writing a monthly col-
umn for MUFON UFQO Journal, 1
obviously am a fan of the written
word. But now I’m currently quite
excited and hopeful about a new
Hollywood film project—AMajic
Men—that’s been in the discussion
stages for roughly a year.

Majic Men takes its title from the
security marking “Top Secret—Ma-
jic” that appears on the controversial
briefing document sent to President
Dwight Eisenhower on November
18, 1952. The movie will be based
on two books—Top Secret/Majic,
which I wrote, Witness to Roswell,
written by researcher Don Schmitt
and Tom Carey—as well as Don’s
life story and my own.

Others Involved

Others involved in the launch
of this project include movie pro-
ducer Don Most (yes, the same
guy who played Ralph Malph on
the Happy Days television series)
and his good friend and Hollywood
producer, director, and scriptwriter,
Bryce Zabel. I’ve known Bryce 15
years. He was the creator of the
television sci-fi drama series Dark
Skies, which dealt with conspiracy
theories surrounding a secret group
of Majestic-12-type scientists, mili-
tary experts, and government lead-
ers investigating UFOs. Bryce’s
company, Stellar Productions, will
be producing Majic Men.
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By the Co-Author of CRASH AT COR
The Definitive Study of the ROSWELL f

An early cover of the book that
sparked interest in the film project

Over the years I have talked to
a number of Hollywood types about
various projects, and I'm especially
enthusiastic about Majic Men. Both
Bryce and Don Most are knowl-
edgeable about the subject and
have been doing their homework.
Bryce even is coauthor with Rich-
ard Dolan of a new book, After Dis-
closure: The Peoples Guide to Life
After Contact. [Editor’s Note: Look
for a review of After Disclosure in a
future issue of the Journal.]

Don Schmitt and I have been
competitors, colleagues, rivals, and
friends for many years. I began the
original civilian investigation of the
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Roswell incident in 1978, and Don
has investigated the same incident,
with various partners, for more
than 20 years. We did some joint
interviews with such important wit-
nesses as Air Force Brigadier Gen-
eral Thomas Jefferson DuBose and
Counter Intelligence Corps’ (CIC)
William Rickett. (Testimony of
27 key witnesses is featured in the
DVD Recollections of Roswell.)

Don was a consultant for Paul
David’s prize-winning television
movie Roswell, and I was a script-
writer and consultant for the 1979
theater documentary film, UFOs
Are Real (also available on DVD).
I arranged all the interviews for
that project, which included an in-
terview with Jesse Marcel, a major
in the Air Force and an intelligence
officer at Roswell. To be honest, I
found movie-making very frustrat-
ing. It requires a great deal of effort
to get a few minutes of usable film.

Everyone involved in the pro-
duction of Majic Men has high
hopes that the story will make a
dramatic, thought-provoking, and
exciting film. Researching Roswell
and Majestic-12 has been a long
and difficult process with many
highs and lows. Don Schmitt and 1
each have worked with more than
one research partner.

A Personal Highlight

For me, one of the highlights
of this film experience for me was
discovering, to my astonishment,

Continued on page 16
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are the times finally a-changin?

A look at Leslie Kean and why her book may

By Bill Ryberg

FOR THE PAST DECADE, investigative
journalist Leslie Kean has focused
her work on a serious examina-

tiol of the LFQ) *wamum—me—m
phenomenon, pub- Read Dwight
lishing articles, Connelly’s
co-organizing a review of
prestigious in- Kean’s book
ternational news on page 8.

conference on e miaia
topic, and helping to produce a doc-
umentary film on the subject.

Her efforts so far were capped
this year with the release of her
book UFOs: Generals, Pilots and
Government Officials Go On the
Record. The book went on sale in
August and has earned a place on
the New York Times best-seller list,
reaching as high as No. 29.

“I’'m very pleased,” says Kean,
who lives in New York City’s Man-
hattan. Kean has been interviewed
about her book by Fox News, NPR,
MSNBC, USA Today, and others.

‘A Fresh Look’ at UFOs

Harold Puthoff, Ph.D., director
of the Institute for Advanced Stud-
ies at Austin, a scientific think tank
in Texas, says the book “gives us
a fresh look at the UFO subject as
seen through the eyes of govern-
ment officials and high-ranking
military aviation experts. Their
credibility and integrity cannot be
questioned, and their firsthand ob-
servations cannot be ignored.”

Puthoff, a professional acquain-
tance of Kean and a researcher on
advanced concepts concerning en-
ergy and propulsion for spaceflight,
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describes Kean as a top investiga-
tive journalist and says her book
“goes a long way toward bringing
the controversial subject of UFOs
into the mainstream.”

In an interview with the UFO
Journal, Kean (pronounced “cane”
talked about her book and the UFO
phenomenon.

She is both surprised—and not
surprised—by the book’s success.
“There’s one part of me that really
isn’t surprised because I don’t see
how anybody can read this material
and not have a strong response,”
Kean said. “On the other hand, of
course, you’re always surprised be-
cause the UFO subject is marginal-
ized and ridiculed, and it doesn’t
generally get much respect in the
mainstream.”

Kean thinks a lot of interest
in her book has been propelled by
what she calls “its unique quali-
ties,” such as pieces written by
people in high-level positions about
encounters and investigations.

“I think it’s something really new
and ... something different,” she said.

The book’s reception also has
been helped because it’s being pub-
lished by a mainstream publisher,
Harmony Books, a part of Random
House, and because of the stature of
the people who are part of the book.
The forward, for example, was writ-
ten by John Podesta, a White House
chief of staff for President Clinton.

The purpose of the book, Kean
said, is to increase awareness of the
subject among members of a usual-
ly skeptical public, to persuade the
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U.S. government to change its ap-
proach to the issue, and to promote
serious consideration and investi-
gation of the UFO phenomenon in
the mainstream news media.

Writing to a New Audience

While Kean believes her book
will appeal to people already inter-
ested in the UFO phenomenon, she
is primarily looking for a broader,
new audience.

“This book was written for the
person who has never read a book
before on UFOs and wouldn’t
choose to normally,” Kean said.
The objective is to convince the
reader that the UFO phenomenon
can be viewed as an issue worthy of
serious governmental concern and
investigation, she added. She wants
the book to be read by political fig-
ures and policy makers, helping to
compel them to change their atti-
tudes about UFO information and
investigations.

One of her main goals is to see
a small government UFO office es-
tablished. The office would cooper-
ate with and share information with
other similar agencies around the
world. In the United States, the of-
fice would set up a network of sci-
entific professionals who would be
available to assist in investigations
of major UFO events. Most impor-
tantly, the office staff would have
access to all official data immedi-
ately following any incident, and
could interview all witnesses.

Civilian investigators simply
aren’t given the broad and imme-
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alter the way Americans think about UFOs

diate access to all information that
1s necessary to conduct a thorough
and speedy investigation, providing
the best opportunity for reaching
meaningful conclusions, Kean said.

“This is what other countries
do,” Kean said. “They have offi-
cial focal points. They have official
agencies that take on these cases
and deal with the government files
that are already there. That’s anoth-
er aspect of this—trying to bring
out more of the files that have not
yet been released. ”

The new agency would act as a
focal point so UFO incidents could
be investigated properly, with the
results made public, Kean said.

“The bottom line is the gov-
ernment is going to have to be
willing to acknowledge that they
can’t explain something if they
can’t explain it, which so far they
have not been willing to do. They
usually want to make up some-
thing to explain it away, after try-
ing at first to ignore it all togeth-
er,” Kean said.

Governments in many other
countries are willing to be more
open about the UFO issue and to
acknowledge their inability to ex-
plain certain incidents when they
happen, Kean said.

Kean has had some past dis-
cussions with important contacts
well-connected in Washington
and hopes to resume them in the
future now that the book has been
written and can itself be used as a
tool to show the need for such an
agency.
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“This book was written
for the person who has
never read a book on

UFOs before.”
—Leslie Kean

She hopes the book will help
continue the UFO phenomenon’s
progress toward being viewed as a
serious subject by the news media
and the general public.

Kean says she senses a shift in
recent years in media coverage. “I
do see a trend toward more coverage
of the subject and more serious cov-
erage of it in the media,” she said.

Sightings are more likely to
be covered in the mainstream me-
dia, Kean said, but usually only as
brief items. “What we don’t see is
in-depth investigative work ... I'm
hoping that the book will inspire
some of these really talented inves-
tigative reporters who have been
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digging into many issues for years
to take an interest in this.”

She also hopes the book will
prompt other officials to go on the
record about their own investiga-
tions, knowledge and experiences
as witnesses. “Even though I have
five generals (from other countries)
who have contributed to this book
and gone on the record, we do not
have an American general who has
done that,” Kean said. A number of
UFO investigators may have spo-
ken to retired American generals
with interesting accounts, but none
of those generals has been willing
to go on the record with significant
information so far, she added.

“I’m certainly hopeful that this
book will motivate others,” Kean
said. ;

Kean said writing the book was
a natural evolution stemming from
the years of work that’s she’s de-
voted to the subject as a journalist.

Also playing a role was a land-
mark 2007 Washington, D.C., news
conference about UFO investiga-
tions that Kean co-organized with
UFO documentary filmmaker James
Fox. The event gave her an opportu-
nity to meet some of the high-level,
credible witnesses that would even-
tually become part of her book.

The news conference received
much attention in the mainstream
media around the world, but only
for a day or two, Kean said. The me-
dia’s short attention span prompted
Kean to realize that something
more was needed to break down

Continued on page 6
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are the times finally a-changin’?

Kean continues to urge Washington officials

Continued from page 5

barriers which so far, she said, have
prevented a rational public dialogue
and proper examination of the sub-
ject. Sound bites in films and short
news stories have not been enough
to do the job, she added.

Kean decided the best vehicle
for the mission would be a seri-
ous, detailed, powerful book that
was also fascinating and exciting
to read—a book that went beyond a
listing of case studies and research
too detailed and esoteric for the
mainstream reader. Her new book
is designed to fill that role.

Kean’s Early Years

Born in New York City, Kean
has lived much of her life in Man-
hattan, but also spent 15 years in the
San Francisco Bay Area. In college,
she started out as a music major and
then switched to biology. She com-
pleted her thesis for a bachelor’s
degree from Bard College in An-
nandale-on-Hudson in upstate New
York in the mid 1980s, but is part of
the graduating class of 1973.

She carved out a career as an
independent investigative journal-
ist in both print and radio. Kean’s
articles on a variety of topics have
appeared in major newspapers and
magazines in the United States and
abroad, including The Philadelphia
Inquirer; The Atlanta Journal Con-
stitution, The International Herald
Tribune and The Nation magazine.

While she had some familiarity
with the subject, her professional
interest in UFOs began in 1999,
when a colleague in Paris sent her
a copy of the COMETA Report, a
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UFO white paper written by former
high-ranking French officials, in-
cluding four generals.

“They actually made the conclu-
sion in the report that they thought the
‘extraterrestrial hypothesis’ was ... the
most likely explanation for the cases
they studied,” Kean said. “This was
something that I could really work
with as a journalist, that I could report
on. It opened the door for me to be
able to take this on professionally.”

Using the COMETA Report and
other sources, Kean wrote an inves-
tigative feature story that appeared
in The Boston Globe in 2000, was
syndicated by The New York Times
wire service and was reprinted in
European media. The subject of
UFOs then became the focus of her
professional work.

In 2002, she co-founded the
Coalition for Freedom of Informa-
tion (CFi), an organization advocat-
ing greater government openness
about UFOs and urging responsible
media coverage of the subject.

She worked as producer on the
2009 independent documentary /
Know What I Saw, directed by James
Fox, which grew out of the 2007
Washington, D.C., news conference
and featured UFO accounts from
witnesses such as military generals,
astronauts, military and commercial
pilots, and government officials.

To write the book, she drew on
her journalistic work on the issue
over the past 10 years. Her reputa-
tion as a serious reporter interested
in facts, rather than unsubstantiated
claims, helped her convince sourc-
es to go on the record for the book.

“I think a lot of it was that they
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were comfortable with the way I
approach the subject and they knew
that the approach in the book was
going to be something that they
were compatible with,” Kean said.

One of the book’s themes is that
there is definitely a physical phe-
nomenon that repeatedly behaves in
certain ways and can’t be explained.
The “extraterrestrial hypothesis” is
one possible explanation, but it
hasn’t been proved, Kean said. Oth-
er theories that some have proposed
include time travelers or visitors
from another dimension.

“It’s very likely that at least
some UFOs are extraterrestrial visi-
tors, but we still need to establish
that one way or the other,” Kean
said. “The experts and military
people that I've interviewed ... call
it the ‘extraterrestrial hypothesis.’
... It’s the most likely explanation
given the knowledge that we as
human beings have about our uni-
verse, which is limited.”

Has Never Seen a UFO

Kean has never seen a UFO, but
says that may be to her advantage
because it preserves her role as an
objective reporter about the subject
rather than a participant affected by
a sighting.

Kean emphasizes that she is
primarily a journalist rather than a
researcher, so she doesn’t specu-
late on some UFO questions, but
is familiar with theories that others
have proposed. Among those often-
asked questions: Why don’t the vis-
itors just make contact?

There are various explanations,
said Kean. For example, she said,
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to set up a small, govenment UFO agency

€¢

ts very likely that at least some UFOs

are extraterrestrial visitors, but we still need

to establish that one way or the other.’

)

Michio Kaku, Ph.D., a theoretical
physicist, author, and a popularizer of
science on TV and radio, thinks the
visitors just might not be interested.

“The way he sees it is that they
would have to be so much farther
advanced than us to be able to get
here—thousands or millions of
years—that they just simply may not
be that interested in us,” Kean said.

Kaku likens the situation to
human explorers in a jungle, com-
ing across an ant hill, says Kean.
She says Kaku suggests that “we
wouldn’t go to the ants and try to
bring them gifts or communicate
with them. We wouldn’t take a par-
ticular interest in them.”

There are other perspectives,
Kean adds, such as those of re-
searchers who investigated inci-
dents in which people say they have
been abducted by aliens.

Stephen Hawking, one of the
world’s leading scientists, has sug-
gested that humanity might be better
off doing everything it can to avoid
contact with UFO visitors because
their impact could be devastating.

Kean has a different view. “He
made the point that over history if a
more advanced civilization comes
in contact with a lesser one, that it’s
usually doomsday for the less ad-
vanced civilization,” Kean said. “I
don’t think that means we should
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ignore the issue, even if that’s true;
I think as a civilization we want to
know. Knowledge is a positive and
empowering thing. If, indeed, we
are being visited by advanced civili-
zations, I think we all should know
that, regardless of what its ultimate
consequences might be. Then we can
be better prepared. Pretending that it
doesn’t exist is not going to solve any
possible problems that could come as
a result of this phenomenon.”

Kean added: “The other point is
that we’ve been seeing them for a
long time, and so far nothing dire
has occurred.”

Secret Information

Another often-asked question
is whether or not the government
has a great deal of UFO informa-
tion that is being kept secret. Kean
delves into both sides of the ques-
tion in her book.

“I think it’s likely that some-
where there is some kind of special-
access project involved with a se-
cret investigation, or that there are
people within certain agencies that
look into the issue. As to what they
actually know, I don’t know what
the answer to that is,” Kean said.

“Alot of people in the UFO com-
munity believe that our government
retrieved a craft and bodies in 1947,
and there have been all these other

7

crashes which they’ve retrieved, and
they know that these are extrater-
restrial and they’ve been covering
it up for over 50 years. I can’t stand
by that, just because as a journalist I
don’t have enough data to prove that
it’s true. It might be true. It doesn’t
mean I’'m saying it’s not true. It’s
just that as a responsible journalist
I can only work with certain kinds
of information, and I don’t have
enough documentation to establish
that at the level required.”

She adds that at the other ex-
treme, the U.S. government cer-
tainly has classified records tucked
away somewhere about some as-
pects of the issue, but that overall
it may be as baffled as anybody else
about what’s really going on.

Sometimes citing concerns
about spreading panic, back in the
late 1940s and 1950s a CIA panel
recommended that government
agencies adopt a policy of debunk-
ing UFO reports, in order to man-
age the situation and try and explain
them away, Kean said. The govern-
ment attitude needs to be shifted to
one of openness, she added.

For now, Kean is being kept
busy with the launch of her book.
Down the road are plans for a new
project with a documentary film
company, and, of special impor-
tance, renewed efforts on convinc-
ing officials in Washington to es-
tablish a small, government UFO
agency.

“] am very committed to seeing
this through,” Kean said. m

Bill Ryberg is a former reporter

for the Des Moines Register.
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up for review

Kean’s book skirts abductions and crop circles

By Dwight Connelly

Lestie KEAN PROVIDES an impres-
sive look at the UFO scene from the
perspective of 18 individuals from
nine countries who have excel-
lent credentials and who have had
significant contact with the phe-
nomenon. The book appears to be
aimed at individuals who have the
power to bring UFOs into the main-
stream—primarily government of-
ficials, mass media, and scientists.

There are excellent descriptions
of specific UFO encounters, such as
the 1976 aerial “dogfight” over Iran
and a similar encounter over Peru
in 1980. Other first-person descrip-
tions by key witnesses are detailed
in “The Extraordinary Incident at
Rendlesham Forest” by retired Col.
Charles Halt and retired Sgt. James
Pennington. Former Gov. Fife
Symington discusses his role in the
“Arizona lights” incidents.

Other contributors provide sig-
nificant information regarding their
experiences with government agen-
cies, incidents in other countries,
debunking, and why there is such a
widespread taboo regarding UFOs.

Kean explains that she is push-
ing for those in power to seriously
study the phenomenon, but that she
is doing this as a “UFO agnostic.”
By this she means she is taking no
position as to what the UFOs are,
where they come from, or why they
are here, only that they are signifi-
cant enough to warrant research by
scientists and the government, as
well as to warrant respect for this
research by most scientists and the
mainstream media.
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Title: UFOs: Generals, Pilots,
and Government Officials
Go On the Record

Author: Leslie Kean

Publisher: Harmony Books, N.Y.

Price: $25.99

The author takes a very conser-
vative approach. Although Budd
Hopkins and David Jacobs are ac-
knowledged for their assistance,
there is nothing regarding abduc-
tions. Kean acknowledges the re-
search of Nancy Talbott, but there
is no mention of crop circles. No
doubt these omissions are inten-
tional, as abductions and crop cir-
cles still are too controversial for
most mainstream media personnel.

It is a bit puzzling, however,
that ground traces are alluded to,
but there is no mention of Ted Phil-
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lips’ massive research on this topic.
One would think his work would
have provided additional evidence.

Kean asserts that “UFOs are not
belligerent. Even when provoked
by human aggression, they do not
retaliate.” Many researchers in the
field have cited evidence to the
contrary. If the topic is too contro-
versial for a balanced presentation,
perhaps it would have been better
to have said nothing.

Although this book’s basic case
material of aerial encounters is 30
or more years old, world reaction to
these incidents has changed notice-
ably during the past decade. Other
countries—France, the United King-
dom, and Belgium, for example—
have moved toward disclosure and
the serious study of UFOs. The Unit-
ed States continues to lag behind.

Although Kean’s optimistic
work toward disclosure is an echo
of a generation or more ago, per-
haps the initiative shown by other
countries will finally have some ef-
fect. Her founding of the Coalition
for Freedom of Information in 2002
is certainly to be applauded.

This is a very good book, with
excellent writing, organization, il-
lustrations, documentation, and in-
dex. The firsthand accounts from
Iran, Belgium, and the United King-
dom are reason enough to make it a
part of any UFO library. m

Dwight Connelly is a former
editor of MUFON UFO Joural
and author of The World’s Best
UFO Cases.
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quest opinion

It’s high time for a meta-narrative reformation

By Barry H. Downing

ONE OF THE MOST ENLIGHTENING chap-
ters in Leslie Kean’s UFOs: Gener-
als, Pilots, and Government Offi-
cials Go On the Record is “Militant
Agnosticism and the UFO Taboo,”
by political scientists Dr. Alexander
Wendt and Dr. Raymond Duvall.

They suggest that the only thing
that makes UFOs taboo is moving
from saying UFOs are real to saying
UFOs are extraterrestrial. They pro-
pose resistance to official denial by
“militant agnosticism.” They believe
that no position on whether UFOs are
extraterrestrial should be taken until
they have been systematically stud-
ied. Neither denial nor belief in the
extraterrestrial hypothesis is justified;
we simply do not know.

Not How Science Operates

This approach misrepresents the
way science operates. When Ein-
stein presented his theory of rela-
tivity, he didn’t have experimental
proof his theory was valid. The ex-
perimental verification came later.

I believe there is a better term
than “taboo” to describe resistance
to believing in UFOs. “Meta-narra-
tive reformation” is a term some-
times used in theology to refer to
unconscious beliefs about the way
the world works. We all have dif-
ferent kinds of “faith concepts” by
which we live. I would not drive a
car if I didn’t believe I am supposed
to drive on the right and obey the
traffic laws. Nor would I drive if I
didn’t believe almost everyone else
accepts the same road rules. I don’t
have scientific proof that others will
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obey these rules, but if this were not
my road meta-narrative, I wouldn’t
drive. The English have an alter-
native road narrative that requires
them to drive on the left.

Until the 1500s, the meta-nar-
rative in the Western world was
this: God made the Earth the cen-
ter of the universe. Man is made in
the image of God. We are dealing
with oppressive biologically driven
powers, but if we struggle faith-
fully, we can make our way to the
Promised Land of life after death.

Then Copernicus and Galileo
demonstrated that the Sun, not the
Earth, is the center of our solar
system, and Charles Darwin held
that life is not created by God but
rather has just evolved in an ex-
panding universe. This ushered in
a scientific meta-narrative of life
and how it came to be that I believe
largely has replaced the Jewish/
Christian/Islamic meta-narrative.

As UFOs enter the scene, they
offer the opportunity for a new
meta-narrative reformation, one
that builds on elements from our
religious past and our scientific
present. The new meta-narrative in
brief is this: The space aliens made
us, and they probably have a pur-
pose for us. They probably are the
“angels” in the Bible—not super-
natural beings but rather hi-tech
masters of the universe. This is the
controversial thesis of Erich von
Daniken’s Chariots of the Gods?

Kean has high praise for the
French COMETA report on UFOs,
but she fails to mention its sig-
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nificant section on religion, which
supposes that beings from other
planets might come here to guide
the development of life.

Psychological, Cultural Pain

I believe meta-narrative refor-
mation is an important and neces-
sary part of the multidisciplinary
approach that’s needed to deal with
the UFO mystery. To say the least,
however, the process is psycholog-
ically and culturally painful.

When Kean published an article
on UFOs, she was surprised that
nothing happened, and she writes:
“It was as if everyone was pretend-
ing that [UFOs] didn’t exist.” UFOs
aren’t just taboo, they add confu-
sion to our two warring meta-nar-
ratives—science .and religion—and
offer an alternative that neither side
wants. The result is a society operat-
ing like Americans who find them-
selves in London looking the wrong
way for oncoming traffic. The issue
runs deeper than a taboo. m

Barry H. Downing, a retired
Presbyterian minister, is a theology
consultant for MUFON and author
of The Bible and Flying Saucers.
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MUFON university

On-campus chapters offer unique benefits for

By John Powers

How Mmany MUFON MEETINGS have
you missed because the library or
church you use for meetings books
another event, forcing an unexpect-
ed cancellation or change in accom-
modations? How many meetings
have you attended where the au-
dio/visual equipment was substan-
dard or non-existent? My MUFON
group used to regularly encountere
such problems.

These and other reasons led
usto investigate the possibility of
beginning a MUFON chapter on
the campus of the University of
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO). The
results have been very satisfactory
for our local organization.

Colleges and universities are
ideal for MUFON meetings. They
frequently offer state-of-the-art
conference rooms that are equipped
with high-tech audio/visual equip-
ment. The schools themselves are
commited to fostering education in
their student population.

Specific Benefits

As a six-year student at UNO
and an active member in student
organizations, I’d like to share with
you some of the benefits of estab-
lishing a campus presence for your
MUFON chapter, as well as make
a few suggestions about how to
go about setting up an on-campus
chapter based on our experiences at
Nebraska. Specifics will vary from
one campus to another.

m Scheduling: Most MUFON
chapters conduct their meetings
on weekends. Because universities
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tend to hold fewer classes, if any,
over the weekends, this means that
there is ample parking and a larger
number of available rooms. Aver-
age classrooms and conference
rooms can seat between 20 and 120
persons, and even larger spaces of-
ten are available on campus.

m Technology: Classrooms on col-
lege and university campuses usu-
ally have a number of multimedia
presentation systems and multiple
video players. The standard wire-
less overhead projectors can re-
ceive input from computers, VCRs,
DVD players, and other visual-
presentation systems. The standard
university computer has high-speed
Internet access and has an installed
DVD player. If some rooms don’t
have everything you need, univer-
sity tech support staff often can set
up portable devices to accomodate
your group.

® Promotion: On-campus promo-
tional services may be available for
free or at a reduced price. These in-
clude such things as advertisements
in the student newspaper and on
the school’s Facebook and Twitter
pages. Campus groups also may be
entitled to free server space on the
campus computer network. This
can be used for archiving docu-
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ments important to your MUFON
chapter, as well as to create home
pages promoting your organization
and its activities. Campus organiza-
tions also have the right to distrib-
ute literature and to sponsor speak-
ers and movie screenings.

m Special events: Recognized cam-
pus organizations can reserve very
large rooms for special events, such
as symposiums or conferences. The
UNO UFO Study Group, in con-
junction with MUFON Nebraska,
sponsored a symposium in May.
Free parking was available for par-
ticipants, and the talks took place
in a high-tech conference room that
seated 500 people.

m Study and research: Universi-
ties have excellent libraries, a valu-
able tool for research on the diverse
topics associated with ufology.

m Savings account: Many institu-
tions also will establish a tax-free
or 501c savings account for estab-
lished student organizations.

Getting Started

The best part is that these ben-

efits are free to established student
organizations. Here’s how to go
about setting up your group:
m Student connection: To transfer
your MUFON meetings to a cam-
pus, you will need a student MU-
FON member who is enrolled at a
university that will suit the needs of
the group. Perhaps your group has
or can attract some college students
who are interested in UFOs, or per-
haps someone in your group has a
child enrolled at a local university.
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UFO study and research

m Office of student organiza-
tions: Most colleges and univer-
sities have an office dedicated to
student organizations. Individual
institutions have different require-
ments regarding elected officers of
the group. UNO requires at least
four students to fill the positions
of president, vice-president, trea-
surer, and secretary. The students
themselves must start the process
of setting up the campus-based
chapter. Once the faculty advisor
and the students work out the club/
organization details, they can add
your MUFON chapter to the group
constitution as a community affili-
ate. Institutions of higher educa-
tion always are interested in estab-
lishing new liaisons with the local
community.

m Faculty advisor: Your group
also will need a faculty advisor.
This may be a full-time professor,
a part-time or adjunct professor,
or a retired professor emeritus. At
UNO, the faculty advisor happens
to be a regular member of Nebras-
ka MUFON. If your group does
not have a member on on the fac-
ulty of the local college or univer-
sity, members of your group who
are connected with the college will
need to approach professors to see
who might be willing to serve as a
faculty advisor. Academia can be
fairly accepting when it’s explained
that MUFON is an organization
dedicated to the pursuit of all study
and knowledge.

m Constituion: A final step will be
to write a constituion for your cam-
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pus-based organization. This docu-
ment establishes rules of conduct
for elections, and roles and duties
of all of the group’s officers. The
constitution also establishes which
set of rules your group will use to
conduct your meetings. Your local
college or university may be able
to provide an organizational tem-
plate for you to use as a guideline
when setting up your constituion.
Remember to add your MUFON
chapter as a community affiliate.

At Nebraska, the arrangement
with UNO has proved very ben-
eficial for MUFON. Information is
disseminated more efficiently, and
our group has superior meeting lo-
cations that also are available on a
more consistent basis.

The Nebraska MUFON or-
ganizaiton meets once every two
months, but a number of UNO
members meet weekly in a hybrid
study group with MUFON mem-
bers from Omaha. The Omaha
UFO Study Group is a communi-
ty-based assembly designed for
MUFON members who want to
meet more frequently than every
two months.

During the school year, the
group also presents a science-based
radio program from 5 to 7 p.m. each
Friday. The stream for this show is
unomavradio.com; podcasts are at
omahaufostudygroup.com. m

John Powers is a Nebraska field
investigator and co-host with Dave
Pares of a science-based UFO
radio program Fridays at 5 p.m.
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director’s message

States asked to make
annual contributions

Continued form page 2
done an outstanding job developing
a procedural manual, and she will
be in charge of deploying Star Team
investigators. Questions may be di-
rected to Chase at 912.674.7770 or
mufonstarteam@yahoo.com.

Without our volunteers, MU-
FON wouldn’t exist. The amount of
time and money volunteers spend
in our quest separates us from all
the other UFO groups. I continue to
be amazed at how much our volun-
teers do.

As a non-profit corporation,
MUFON relies solely on member-
ship dues and donations. The orga-
nization has a duty and obligation
to provide the best and most effi-
cient service possible to all of our
members. :
~ For this reason, MUFON
mg each state to make a volu
annual contribution using
lowing guidelines:
0-50 members, $10€)
51-100 mem‘bers $250

paid by D December 31 of each year

The November issue of the
Journal will feature an article by
John Ventre explaining some of
Pennsylvania’s success organizing
fund-raising events.

While MUFON needs to make
some changes, we don’t need to
change the basics—our mission,
the service we provide to members
and volunteers, or our non-profit
status. We need only to improve. m

MUFON JOURNAL — www.mufon.com



perceptions

By Stanton Friedman

I OFTEN HAVE TAKEN NOTE of the
myriad false claims made by UFO
deniers and debunkers—there’s no
evidence to suggest some UFOs
are of extraterrestrial origin, gov-
ernments can’t keep secrets, aliens
couldn’t get here from other solar
systems, etc.

I must admit, however, that
false claims frequently have been
made on the pro-UFO side as well.
I still am surprised by how often I
am asked my views about such be-
lievers as Lt. Colonel Philip J. Cor-
so and Robert Scott Lazar. The evi-
dence that they haven’t been telling
the truth has been around a long
time. The Internet certainly has
been partly responsible for new-
comers to ufology being smitten
by their quite extraordinary claims,
and I believe that this is a good time
to review the evidence of fraud.

Philip J. Corso’s book The Day
after Roswell, written with Bill
Birnes, was published in 1997 to
mark the 50th anniversary of Ro-
swell. Corso (1915-1998) already
was an old man. His claims were
quite special. When working for
General Arthur Trudeau, head of
Army research and development
at the Pentagon in 1960, Corso
supposedly worked in the Foreign
Technology Division (FTD). He
claims to have been given a filing
cabinet of wreckage from the Ros-
well crashed saucer and instructed
to determine what technologies
were involved. He allegedly was to
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see to the transfer of this informa-
tion to various industrial organiza-
tions who wouldn’t know that the
genesis of those technologies was
alien. The list of these breakthrough
technologies was quite long and in-
cluded lasers, kevlar, microcircuits,
and optical fiber. The enthusiastic
foreword for the book was writ-
ten by the late U.S. senator, James
Strom Thurmond (1902-2003).
Corso had worked on Thurmond’s
campaign for the presidency on the
segregationist ticket in 1948. Thur-
mond later withdrew his foreward
to the book, claiming it had not
been written for that purpose at all.

A Problematic Story

There are many problems with
Corso’s story. There are no refer-
ences in the book so one can’t fol-
low how the technology got from
Corso to industry. Corso was nei-
ther an engineer nor a scientist. The
Army FTD consisted of two peo-
ple. Corso was the junior officer,
and the senior officer died before I
could question him. The Corso sce-
nario totally neglects the simple fact
that the FTD at Wright Patterson,
which certainly received wreckage
from Roswell in 1947, had a large
and thriving group of engineers and
scientists. Surely they didn’t bury
their material?

There is ample history about
the development of the technolo-
gies that Corso claims to have been
of alien origin. Jack Kilby, for ex-
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It’s hard to understand what motivates
people to tell fraudulent UFO stories

ample, received a Nobel Prize in
physics for his work on microcir-
cuits done a couple of years before
Corso went to the FTD. Another
Nobel Prize went to the discoverers
of the laser in 1960. They had noth-
ing to do with Corso.

Corso claimed in a sworn state-
ment that he had been a member
of President Dwight Eisenhower’s
National Security Council (NSC),
the highest presidential advisory
group. It’s difficult to determine
why a Lt. Colonel would have been
so privileged. I checked with the
Eisenhower Library and learned
that Corso never attended any NSC
meeting. Corso was shown the Li-
brary’s letter, but he refused to
withdraw his false statement.

Corso claimed that he had seen
an alien body from Roswell in a
special crate at Fort Riley, Kansas,
on July 6, 1947. T asked him how he
knew the exact date. His response:
“I know when I was transferred
there.” It turns out his transfer was
in March or April.

Rancher Mac Brazel came in
to Roswell on July 6, went back to
the ranch followed by Jesse Marcel
and Sheridan Cavitt that day, stayed
overnight and brought some wreck-
age back the next day. Normal se-
curity protocols demand that some-
thing as important as an alien body
or nuclear weapons components be
continuously guarded. Corso would
never have had access. There was
no shortage of planes or security at
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Roswell, so it makes little sense not
to fly such remains rather than truck
them through Fort Riley.

Corso claimed to be buddies
with J. Edgar Hoover, director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI). In Corso’s FBI file, however,
Hoover called him a rat. Yes, I met
Corso. He was a pleasant person
but clearly a wannabe hero.

Robert Scott Lazar is more tech-
nically sharp than was Corso. His
claims also are quite impressive.
He claims to be a nuclear physi-
cist and to hold a master’s degree
in physics from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) and
one in electronics from the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology. Edward
Teller supposedly recommended
him for a position back-engineering
UFOs at Area 51. Lazar claims to
have figured out they worked using
element 115 and gravity-wave am-
plifiers (whatever those are).

Lazar also claims to have been
employed as a physicist at Los Ala-
mos National Lab (LANL). A friend
of Lazar’s asked what it would take
to convince me that Bob was legit. |
suggested copies of diplomas, a re-
sume, list of professional papers and
organizations to which he belongs,
and the title of his master’s thesis.
Nothing ever was sent.

No M.L.T. Records

Lazer claims all his M.LT. re-
cords have been wiped clean, but
a lawyer for M.L.T. assured me that
would be impossible. In addition to
not showing up on any official M.L.T.
records, Lazer also has no listing in
any M.LT. yearbook. His high school
records indicate that he took only one
science course, and that he ranked in
the bottom third of his class.

Lazar names William Duxler as
a physics professor who would re-
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I don't know why
people like Corso,
Lazar, and Kruvant
enlarge the truth.
I’'m a physicist, not a
psychiatrist.

member him from Cal Tech. I locat-
ed Duxler and learned that he never
taught at Cal Tech but did remem-
ber teaching Bob in a class at Pierce
Junior College in the San Fernando
Valley at the time Lazer claimed to
be attending MIT.

A few atoms of 115 have been
produced by operating a huge ac-
celerator for weeks. The half-life of
this element is less than a second,
so there is no way the Los Alamos
National Lab (NANL) could have
collected 500 pounds of the stuff as
claimed by Lazer. .

Lazer is bright, built a jet-
powered car, and puts on fireworks
displays for crowds of people. He
did work for professors who spent
time at the Clinton D. Ander-
son Meson accelerator at LANL.
He has sold a lot of videos of his
story. At one time there was even
supposed to be a movie about the
courageous young physicist. When
interviewed by a radio interviewer
along with a Stanford physicist,
however, Lazer was unable to an-
swer the physicist’s questions.

Corso is featured in a book The
Light at the End of the Tunnel by
Paul Hellyer, former minister of de-
fense for Canada. Hellyer blindly
accepted everything Corso claimed,
and he also accepted the testimony
of another ufology fraud, Michael
Wolf Kruvant.
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Six Degrees of Fraud

Kruvant claimed six advanced
degrees, including Ph.D.s in phys-
ics from M.LT. and Cal Tech, an
master’s from McGill University, a
law degree from Georgetown Uni-
versity, and two other degrees. He
also claimed to have been an Air
Force pilot, an advisor to Majes-
tic 12, and an advisor to President
Clinton.

I had many phone conversa-
tions with Kruvant before he start-
ed making extraordinary claims.
He supposedly was president
emeritus of a Connecticut com-
pany employing 70 people. He al-
leged to have set up a foundation
in honor of his wife and son who
had been killed in an automobile
accident. Proceeds from sale of his
self-published book, The Catch-
ers of Heaven, were to be used for
charitable purposes. None of these
things was true, although Kruvant
talked a good game. Neither I nor
Dunn and Bradstreet could find any
evidence of the company. After his
death I spoke with relatives of his
who told me that Kruvant had no
degrees from anywhere, was never
married, and had spent a lot of time
in a mental hospital.

I’'m frequently asked why peo-
ple like Corso, Lazar, and Kruvant
enlarge the truth. I’'m a physicist,
not a psychiatrist. Maybe they want
attention, or maybe there is satis-
faction in pulling the wool over the
eyes of the public.

There have been only about a
dozen Ph.D. theses about UFOs. I
would like to see two more—one
about debunkers who choose not
to believe in UFOs in the face of
clear evidence, and another about
the motivation behind fraudulent
claims related to UFOs. m
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By Ted Phillips

THiS MONTH I'D LIKE TO PROVIDE a
clearer picture of the Marley Woods.
There is no such place. I originally
gave this name to five farms locat-
ed in a relatively small area. Over
the past two years, I have used the
same name to include a number of
additional sites. The entire area now
is referred to as the Marley Woods
Project.

Extreme activity, including
“light ball nests,” has been taking
place at the Marley Woods loca-
tions. I am pleased to report that
the primary sites have electronic
surveillance 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Such coverage allows
me and seven other investigators to
go into the center of “hot” areas in
an attempt to observe and record
the displays at very close range.
Over the next few months, I will
describe some of these investiga-
tions and our observations. There
are cases in the physical trace files
that are quite similar to some of
the Marley Woods events. We also
will compare the events at Marley
Woods with the paranormal inci-
dents at Skinwalker Ranch in Utah.

Marley Woods has produced a
big stack of outside-the-box events.
In my research, a “normal” UFO
observation includes a large saucer
or oval-shaped device with what
appears to be a metallic surface. It
lands, sometimes tearing up trees
during its descent. In 18.7 percent
of the trace landing reports, one or
two little guys get out and muddle
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outsicle the box

around. After the witnesses have
experienced a good deal of anxiety,
the object silently ascends. There
are almost 5,000 such events on file,
and they are excellent pieces of the
UFO puzzle—but outside-the-box
incidents present a real challenge.

Outside the E.T. Box

Invisible yet physical evidence
lets us move to a place where we
are not chained to the idea of little
men building ships on a distant
planet and flying them to Earth.
Perhaps there is much more to be
considered outside the ET box.

In 1999 in Marley Woods, two
normal, intelligent adults saw a
large saucer-shaped device with
many lights on it fly by their farm-
house. It was on a descending tra-
jectory headed for their neighbor’s
farm. Thinking it might crash, the
couple jumped into their truck and
headed there. The owner of the near-
by farm was gone, and everything
looked normal. The two witnesses
returned to the farm the next day
and drove to a point some 50 feet
from a trailer, where the husband
parked the car The wife remained
in the car, watching her husband as
he headed toward the trailer. It was
a clear day without any breeze, but
the husband suddenly disappeared
from sight in the high weeds.

His wife stepped out of the car
and called to her husband, but there
was only a faint reply. She then
spotted her husband face down with
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Many eerie events continue to occur
in the area known as Marley Woods

a pool of blood under his legs. As
she was about to help him up, she
was hit by two sharp impacts to her
upper back and was knocked face
down to the ground.

After several minutes the two
finally managed to stand up. Before
the wife could mention the impacts
to her upper back, the husband told
her he was hit by two severe blows
to his upper back. The impact
opened a long gash in his upper leg.
He was hospitalized for two weeks
with a blood clot, and at one point
was at risk of dying.

This is but one of a number
of eerie cases involving a unseen
forces at work. A truck with no
engine and the drive-train locked
was pushed 12 feet down a gravel
driveway leaving two deep grooves
by wheels that were unable to turn.
Steel gates have been shoved to the
ground with heavy steel pins turned
45 degrees—with no marks on the
gates, no storms, no high winds,
and no way any vehicle could
have caused the damage. A rancher
watched as his cattle were forced
into a tight group in one corner of
a field and held there for more than
30 minutes. All these inexplicable
things occurred in broad daylight.

We should be investigating and
logging these events that seem to
be so different than events in which
physical objects leave behind phys-
ical evidence. In the out-of-box in-
cidents there appears to be the join-
ing of the physical with invisible
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and very powerful forces.

In 2006 I experienced an event
that was a bit on the creepy side. |
decided to spend an evening in a
hollow of dense trees where many
light balls had been observed over
the years. I had taken cameras and
other equipment, and I started to
get comfortable in the tall grass.
As the area darkened, the absolute
quiet was interrupted by a thrashing
noise to my left. I turned to see a
tall tree twisting violently.

My first thought was of a small
tornado. The problem was that
nothing else in the hollow was
moving even slightly. The creepy
feeling increased when I noticed
the tall grass at the base of the tree
was motionless. The thrashing con-
tinued for almost a minute before it
stopped as quickly as it had started.

Nothing else happened that
night, but I did think how comfort-
ing it would be to have my large
sheepdog there with me. I checked
with a meteorologist friend the
next morning and learned there had
been no reports of storms. The wind
speed was logged at less than three
miles per hour.

Similar Event Reported

Two months ago on another
ranch in Marley Woods, the own-
er told me he had experienced a
similar event. He was standing in
a small field that had produced lots
of light balls. As dusk was falling,
he heard a loud noise behind him
and turned to see a tall tree twist-
ing along its length. He said there
had been no wind and nothing else
in the field was moving—including
the grass at the base of the tree. He
was completely unaware of my ex-
perience four years earlier.

In a remote area not far from
Marley Woods is an old factory
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that employs about 25 workers.
Last month one of the workers (I’1l
call him Bob) was cleaning up after
hours when he was overwhelmed
with a feeling of sadness, despair,
and fear. He stepped outside and
was astonished to see a large, black
“cloud” shaped like a dome slowly
approach the ground, blacking out
the stars. Bob ran back inside in
a state of panic, pulling the thick
wooden door behind him. He used
his cell phone to call a friend who
was scheduled to pick him up, and
asked the friend to hurry.

Suddenly every door in the
building began opening and closing.
Bob watched the extremely heavy
front door open and slam shut. This
door had a strong pull-spring at-
tached, so it would take a powerful
force to open it. There was a sound
outside like a heavy object repeat-
edly slamming against the building.
Bob ran to the far back room. As he
stood in the middle of the dimly il-
luminated 12- by 12-foot room, he
had a deeply disturbing feeling that
he was being watched.

When he looked to his left, he
saw a very tall, thin, dark human-
like figure standing less than five
feet away and looking at him. Bob
said that was the worst part was
that the figure’s face looked more

15

like that of an animal than a human.
Bob ran as fast as he could though
the swinging doors trying to call
his friend again, but his cell phone
was dead. When he was about 10
feet from the front door, everything
went silent.

Bob pushed the door open, and
the cloud-like dome was gone. The
stars once again were visible, and
there was no sign of wind or rain.
In less than five minutes his friend
turned in the lane to the building.
The next day the two men went
around the building but could find
no damage. A check with the near-
est weather station disclosed that
there had been no storms in the area
the previous night.

A Very Current Event

A mere four nights ago I was
watching on a laptop an area where
there had been a lot of light-ball
activity in the past. I had set up an
astronomical CCD (charge-coupled
device) imaging device to which I
had attached a 35mm camera lens
giving good magnification, resolu-
tion, and a fairly wide field. The
field of view was centered on an
area 1,200 feet away where dense
woods give way to a field backed
with dense trees. It still was day-
light and I could see fence posts
and at one time four deer playing
in the field. At 7:19 p.m. a small
blue-white sphere emerged from
the trees on the right and glided
smoothly just above the ground. In
front of the wire fence it slowly as-
cended to a point near the tops of
the trees. It made a turn and slowly
descended to a point three feet or so
above the grass before disappear-
ing into the trees. The observation
lasted just less than one minute,
and, yes, my equipment did capture
some images. m
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calendar

October 9—casa Grande
MUFON presents Len Kasten
discussing Project Serpo at
1 p.m. at Eva’s Restaurant
on Pinal Avenue in Casa Grande,
Ariz. Meals may be ordered or
attendees may pay a $10 fee.
azmufon@rocketmail.com

October 9 & 16—muron Pa

East Coast Conferences will

be at the Sheraton Bucks Co.

in Philadelphia (Oct. 9) and

at Westmoreland Community
College in Pittsburgh (Oct. 16).
Cost is $30 and $20, respectively.
For more information, visit
www.mufonpa.com.

Tickets may be ordered at
www.johnventre.com.

October 16—phoenix MuFoN
presents Dennis Balthaser
discussing Roswell, Area 51, and
the pyramids of Giza at 1:30 p.m.
at Vision Quest Bookstore in
Scottsdale, Ariz.
www.phoenixmufon.com

October 23—”Mysteries of
Space and Sky VII: UFOs
and the Paranormal,” a
conference in the Annapolis,
Md., area, will feature talks
by Carl Feindt, Norman
Gagnon, Ed Weibe, Ron Fink,
and Rob and Sue Swiatek.
For more information, please
contact S. Peter Resta at
spr100@aol.com

ORISR RS T R

list your calendar event

Submit MUFON-related events to
editor@mufon.com. Please
include the word “calendar” in the
subject line of your e-mail. Items
are limited to six lines. They will be
printed as space is available.
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November 6—uro ciub of
Virginia Beach, VA, meeting at
the Kempsville Public Library.
757.217.8401.

November 20—p,hoenix
MUFON presents Carol Rosin,
former spokesperson for
Wernher Von Braun, at 1:30
p.m. at Vision Quest Bookstore
in Scottsdale,Ariz. Von Braun
disclosed a government plan
for making ET threats appear
to be hoaxes. Rosin is president
for the Institute for Cooperation
In Space (ICIS) and has testified
before Congress against the
weaponization of space.
www.phoenixmufon.com

Postponement—the sth Annual
UFO Crash-Retrieval Conference
has been rescheduled November
2011 in Las Vegas. Further details
will be available in the spring.
www.ufoconference.com m

UFO-based radio show

Steve HubGgeons, MUFON state di-
rector in Texas, is the host of a new
radio show, “Texas UFO Network.”
The one-hour show will broadcast
on Spiritual Journeys Radio Net-
work at 9 p.m. on Tuesdays. Log in
to listen to the most recent show at

www.sjrn.net. m

16

majic men: the movie

UFO-inspired film
coming sometime
to a theater near you

Continued form page 3

that Harvard astronomer, Donald
Menzel, amazingly was named as
a member of Majestic 12. Menzel
was a well-known UFO debunker
who for decades led a double life
working as a high-security cryp-
tographer and consultant to the
National Security Agency (NSA)
and the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA).

Don Schmitt was able to locate
a number of new witnesses, but he
also experienced the frustration
of discovering that a star witness,
Frank Kaufmann, actually was lying
through his teeth. I discovered that
a primary witness, Gerald Anderson,
had forged a phone bill for reasons
that never have become clear.

We both have had frustrations
with television interviewers, in-
cluding Larry King and Ted Kop-
pel. We both have appeared on
Coast to Coast Radio and many
times at the annual UFO Festival in
Roswell. All four of us—Don Most,
Don Schmitt, Bryce Zabel, and my-
self—recently appeared together on
Coast to Coast Radio. m
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filer’s files

By George Filer

[Editors Note: This roundup

of UFO sightings is presented

to keep Journal readers informed
about some of the vast number of
sightings being reported. Unless
otherwise noted, these cases have
not officially been investigated.]

Multiple sightings of
triangular-shaped craft
over Lake Ponchatrain

Hammond, Louisiana—At 8 p.m.
on August 27 and later dates, I have
been standing on my porch and no-
ticed a star that was twinkling vari-
ous colors. The first time, I told my
family, then grabbed binoculars. I
observed a triangular object slowly
passing in the western sky. I live
on the north shore of Lake Pon-
chatrain in an area of piney woods.
Now every night at dusk a triangu-
lar ship drops out of the sky and
slowly flies either north or north-
west. The ship’s front light glows
many colors—red, blue, green, yel-
low, orange, white, and sometimes
just amber. It has two 45-degree
angled wings with lights that ei-
ther twinkle in synchronicity or do
not blink at all. My husband is in
the Air Force and has watched the
lights each night, but he has no idea
what kind of craft they may be on.
The lights often are visible through
my bedroom window. My husband
falls asleep, but I have watched it
almost every night as it floats away.
(WWW.UFOSNW.COM)
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Kentucky man terrified
by low-flying triangle

Edmonton, Kentucky— At 9:30
p.m. on September 4, as [ was driv-
ing in a rural area, I saw a bright
light next to a cell-phone tower. At
first I thought it was another tower.
It was very bright and flashed ev-
ery second. Then realized the light
was moving, so I assumed it wason
a plane but it was flying too close to
the ground. As I watched, I noticed
several lights that were in the form
of a triangle, which was coming to-
ward me. I stopped my vehicle. I
got a very close look at the object,
but all I could see was the bottom
lit up with very bright white lights
similar to LED lights. I was fright-
ened and floored the gas petal as 1
felt the object was following me,
but it did not pursue me. (WWW.
UFOSNW.COM)

A quartet of white lights
hover over South Wales

Barry, South Wales—At 9:10 p.m.
on September 11, I was walking
back from a shop on Holton Road
when 1 noticed four solid bright
white lights moving in the sky. The
third one was slightly lower than the
rest. Shortly they changed into one
bright orange ball of light that was
slightly bigger than all the white
ones put together. They changed
direction and flew over the houses
close to my street. Then they flew
out of sight. (MUFON CMS)
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Kayakers in Oregon
witness two objects
in sky over Ross Island

Ross Island, Oregon—At 3 p.m.
on September 1, I was kayaking
on the Willamette River when I
saw two objects in the sky. They
were hovering and at first appeared
to change shape. I was on the east
side of Ross Island. For 10 minutes
I watched the objects drift to the
southeast over Sellwood. They got
a bit smaller as if they were moving
away, but they remained the same
distance apart and had a silver shine
to them. If they were balloons the
distance between them would have
changed. Three other kayakers saw
these objects, and I also pointed
them out to a couple in a motor boat
hoping they had binoculars to get a
better look. They didn’t, but they
verified that it was hard to explain
what these objects might be. As I
paddled farther south on the river, I
looked back and saw that they had
disappeared. (WWW.UFOSNW.COM)

Red light in lllinois skies

Fox Lake, Illinois—On Septem-
ber 9, I was walking outside and
noticed a flying bright red light.
Something flashed about 500 feet
to the left of the object. After that
flash, the bright red object started to
become smaller and smaller as if it
were going straight up. It traveled
over my head and appeared to fly
off into space. (MUFON CMS) ®
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Qeek insicle our case files

A small sampling of types of cases regularly

[Editor s Note: The following cases
represent a fraction of the many
cases investigated by MUFON this
vear. They were selected by Rob
Swiatek, who reviewed the case files
and then provided these excerpts.]

Domed disk in snow
listed as ‘unexplained’

UFOs occasionally appear
when weather conditions are poor.
During a heavy snowfall about 8
p.m. on February 10, a man enter-
ing a Dunkin’ Donuts in Bayonne,
New Jersey, was surprised to see a
domed object drop through a hole
in the clouds. The witness said that
the domed disk resembled a bowl
atop a plate. It was dark gray with
a series of windows or vertical lines
at the junction between the dome
and “plate.” He reported the lines
extended perhaps 10 percent of the
distance to the apex of the dome.
Air around the object seemed to
be distorted or wavering as though
from intense heat.

The witness initially thought
that the object was a jetliner in dis-
tress. This idea was dispelled when
the UFO hovered for some seconds,
then slowly moved south-southeast
below the clouds toward the Verra-
zano Bridge. The witness estimated
the UFO to be the size of an airlin-
er. He thought it was moving at an
altitude of 3,000 to 4,000 feet. The
UFO disappeared completely after
about two minutes. MUFON field
investigator Chuck Streb listed the
case as unexplained.
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Cigar-shaped object
appears over St. Cloud

A giant, cigar-shaped UFO—
sporting dozens of illuminated
windows—ploughed through the
darkened skies near St. Cloud, Min-
nesota, early in the morning March
22. The witness in the case looked
out her window at 2 a.m. and was
surprised to see only a single star,
some haze, and no clouds. Thinking
the situation curious—there should
have been an abundance of clouds
given the almost complete absence
of stars—she was taken aback to re-
alize that a portion of the sky was
blotted out by a large, cylindrical
UFO at least three times the length
of a conventional jetliner. It was
flying at a very low altitude over
some buildings and a railroad yard
a block and a half away.

Despite the darkness, the wit-
ness was amazed to see a single
long row of windows trailing in
an undulating fashion behind the
main cigar-shaped body of the UFO
like a tail. Each window was oval,
about twice as wide as it was high,
and backlit by white light. The ob-
Ject itself was not observed to have
any wings, protuberances, visible
means of propulsion, or any other
lights. It emitted a low hum as it
moved steadily to the northwest.
The witness estimated the object to
be about the width of a dinner plate
at arm’s length, with the “tail” be-
ing about three-fourths the length
of the cigar-shaped portion.

When the witness moved to
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view the object from another win-
dow, she was unable to locate it
again, and concluded it had moved
out of sight. Sighting duration was
estimated to be from three to four
minutes.

MUFON investigators Lorna
Hunter and Robert Engberg subse-
quently ascertained skies were clear
that night over St. Cloud, with a
visibility of 10 miles and no winds.
The absence of jet-engine noise,
the sheer size of the UFO, its low
altitude and peculiar appearance
collectively argue against a conven-
tional explanation for this case.

Retired police officer
spots triangular object

At 4:30 a.m. on April 12 near
North Ridgeville, Ohio, a retired
police officer who had just let his
dog outside was surprised to see
the animal suddenly stop and look
up to the east. Following the dog’s
gaze, the man observed a small tri-
angular object—which he charac-
terized as “chevron-shaped” with
sharp edges—quickly cross the sky
from east to west. Between two to
six feet in length, the object sport-
ed three lights: one in the center
and two others on its apices. The
UFO appeared to be no more than
100 feet high and passed directly
over the witness’s house. When the
man moved to the other side of his
house—a process involving mere
seconds—he no longer was unable
to see the UFO.

The witness lives some miles

OCTOBER 2010



investigated by MUFON

west-southwest of Cleveland Hop-
kins International Airport, and he
noted that the object did not re-
semble any commercial aircraft he
regularly observes in the skies over
his house—and the object was trav-
eling much faster than conventional
aircraft. Repeated efforts by MU-
FON investigator Thomas Wertman
to contact the witness for a follow-
up interview were unsuccessful,
and a number of relevant questions
remain unanswered.

UFO pursued by ‘jets’
in skies over Tennessee

At 9:28 p.m. on May 3, a dra-
matic encounter between military
jets and an apparent UFO unfolded
in the skies above Knoxville, Ten-
nessee. A man who walked out of
his garage into the night air im-
mediately was assailed with a tre-
mendous, window-rattling, rum-
bling noise. Scanning the sky for
its source, he saw what he origi-
nally thought were at least 12 jets
in rough formation to the north of
him. In a subsequent interview, he
said that they merely sounded like
jets. The jets seemed to be attempt-
ing to surround a glowing white ob-
ject, although with little success. As
the aircraft flew west to east-north-
east at very low altitude, the white
object flew north to south among
them, unimpeded.

The scenario was so unnerv-
ing that the witness shouted for
his wife to hurry outside to see
the unfolding spectacle. Adding to
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the unreality of the scene was the
barking of all the neighborhood
dogs, apparently provoked by the
noise from the sky. The man and
his wife watched the game of jets-
and-UFO from 45 to 60 seconds,
with the UFO occasionally lost
from sight as it dipped below the
tree line. After the assemblage had
moved past the witnesses into the
distance, three more aircraft ap-
peared, flying side-by-side and
apparently tailing the first group.
The noise of the jets persisted for
some minutes after they were out
of view.

The witnesses to the Knoxville
events live fairly close to McGhee
Tyson Airport, which also serves as
the base for an air-refueling wing of
the Tennessee Air National Guard.
They are familiar with the commer-
cial and military traffic coming into
and out of the airport. Neither had
ever seen such an aerial display.
One further odd fact distinguishing
the episode was that the jets used
only red lights, not the standard red
and green running lights required
for all aircraft. This made it easy
to track the white glowing object
in the pell-mell of the chase, but it
also planted doubt about whether
jets actually were involved.

McGhee Tyson Airport had no
comment about the event when
MUFON chief investigator Max
Mitchell called during the course of
his investigation. m

Rob Swiatek is a member of the
MUFON board of directors.
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obituary

Wendelle Stevens,
UFO pioneer,
dies at his home

UFO researcH PIONEER Wendelle C.
Stevens died of a heart attack Sep-
tember 7, 2010, at his home in Tuc-
son, Arizona.

Lt. Colonel Stevens was born in
1923 in Round Prairie, Minnesota.
He enlisted in the United States
Army in 1941, transferring to the
Air Corps in 1942 and serving in
the Pacific Theater during World
War II. In 1947 he was assigned to a
classified project in Alaska that in-
volved photographing and mapping
the Arctic where data-collecting
equipment onboard B-29s detected
UFOs. He debriefed pilots who had
witnessed UFOs, and forwarded
radar, film, and photographic evi-
dence to Air Force authorities. Ste-
vens later served as U.S. air attaché
in South America. He retired from
the Air Force in 1963 and worked
for Hamilton Aircraft until 1972.

In his 54 years of research in
ufology, Stevens collected more
than 4,000 photographs, served
as Director of Investigations for
the Aerial Phenomena Research
Organization, and authored or co-
authored more than 22 books, in-
cluding UFO Contact from the Ple-
iades, based on the Billy Meier case
in Switzerland.

In December 1997 Stevens
received an award for lifetime
achievement at the First World UFO
Forum in Brazilia, capital of Brazil.
He was a founder and Director of
the International UFO Congress. m
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membership price changes

DUE TO INCREASES in printing costs, MUFON must raise membership costs. We recognize the difficult economy
may present a hardship for some members, so we have included the alternative of receiving the Journal on our
Web site. An electronic version of this Journal will be available after the printed version has been distributed.

Effective October 1, 2010, MUFON’s annual Hard-Copy and Electronic Journal
membership fees will change as follows: Regular Member $55 per year
Senior Citizens (65 and over) $45

R Student (18 and younger)  $45

Regular Member $50 per year :

marnls tional b 65 pl
Senior Citizens (65 and over) $40 Satghbicmber 365 pluspostage
Student (18 and younger)  $40 Membership is for one person only. No family mem-
International Member $60 plus postage berships will be available, and friends cannot be in-

Bibrsnak iat oy cluded on memberships.

Regular Member $35 per year Effectively October 1, 2010, the price of Field
Senior Citizens (65 and over) $30 Investigator Manuals will increase as follows:
Student (18 and younger)  $30 Regular Member $50 plus postage
International Member $35 International Member $60 plus postage
Non-Member $70 plus postage
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CMS rankings

ConGRraTULATIONS  to  Donald R.
Burleson (New Mexico), Marily K.
Carlson (Oklahoma), Elaine Doug-
lass (Utah), George A. Filer III (New
Jersey), Cheryl Ann Gilmore (South
Carolina), Jimi Hughes (Montana),
Lorna Hunter (Minnesota and South
Dakota), William Jones (Ohio), Wil-
liam J. Konkolesky (Michigan), Da-
vid MacDonald (Kentucky), Marie
C. Malzahn (Idaho), Eddie Middle-
ton (Tennessee), Bland Pugh (Flor-
ida), Ruben J. Uriarte (Area 1 Cali-
fornia), John Ventre (Pennsylvania),
and Steve Winans (Kansas) for being
at 100 percent in September’s Case
Management System (CMS) rank-
ings! The top 10 state directors are
highlighted on the chart at right.

For help with investigations
please contact MUFON Interna-
tional’s Director of Investigations,
Chuck Reever at 530.414.4341
or 530.582.8339, or by e-mail at
merlin@suddenlink.net. m

understanding the chart

The CMS Report is based on
two measures of UFO Investigation
effectiveness—(1) assigning reports
within 72 hours of receipt and
(2) completing all investigations
within 90 days of being assigned.

e Assigned is a six-month running
average of the number of cases
assigned within 72 hours divided
by the total number of cases
received in that six-month period.

¢ Completed is the number of
cases completed beginning
62 days back and going back six
months from there (for a total of
eight months back) divided by the
total number of cases reported in
the same period.

¢ Weighted Rank is the average of
the two columns expressed as a
percentage.
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Rank State Director Weighted Rank Assigned Completed
(50/50)
1 New Mexico Donald R. Burleson 100 percent 20/20 39/39
2 Michigan William J. Konkolesky 100 percent 7171 80/80
3 | Tennessee Eddie Middleton 100 percent 40/40 54/54
4 California (area 1) Ruben J. Uriarte 100 percent 132/132 1121112
5 Kansas Steve Winans 100percent |  6/6 17117
6 Oklahoma Marilyn K. Carlson 100 percent 19119 31/31
7 Utah Elaine Douglass 100 percent 18/18 14/14
8 Pennsylvania John Ventre ‘ 100 percent 99/99 126/126
9 | Ohio ‘ William Jones 100 percent 53/53 59/59
10 Minnesota Loma Hunter 100 percent 20/20 24/24
1" Kentucky David MacDonald 100 percent 20/20 24/24
12 Florida Bland Pugh 100 percent 103/103 170/170
13 New Jersey George A. Filer I 100 percent 21/21 39/39
14 South Carolina Cheryl Ann Gilmore 100 percent 15/15 24/24
15 South Dakota Lorna Hunter 100 percent 3/3 5/5
16 Montana Jimi Hughes 100 percent 9/9 10/10
17 Idaho Marie C. Malzahn 100 percent 18/18 16/16
18 Indiana Jerry L. Sievers 99 percent 70/71 56/56
19 Georgia Ralph O. Howard Jr. 99 percent 48/50 67/67
20 Missouri Debbie A. Ziegelmeyer 99 percent 53/54 46/46
21 Arizona Christine Dickey 99 percent 79/80 110/110
22 Texas (SD) Steve A. Hudgeons 98 percent 121/123 189/191
23 Oregon Thomas Bowden 97 percent 42/42 41/43
24 lowa Jim King 96 percent 13/14 14/14
25 West Virginia John Ventre 94 percent 8/9 717
26 Washington James E. Clarkson 91 percent 29/34 38/39
27 Colorado Leslie H. Varnicle 90 percent 36/36 48/59
28 Alaska Brent Mitchel 87 percent 34 13/13
29 California Georgeanne Cifarelli 85 percent 182/187 126/170
30 New Hampshire Steve Firmani 80 percent 9/15 17117
31 Maryland Ron Fink 78 percent 14/17 21/28
32 Nebraska John C. Kasher 75 percent 12/17 12/15
33 lllinois Samuel Maranto 61 percent 33/56 37/58
34 Alabama Roy E. Patterson Jr. 59 percent 7mM7 1114
35 New York Samuel A. Falvo 50 percent 38/65 34/80
36 North Dakota Kurt Pfleger 50 percent 12 12
37 Rhode Island Steve Firmani 48 percent 2/8 8/11
38 Louisiana Karen Bravata 45 percent 8/15 10/27
39 Massachusetts Steve Firmani 39 percent 3/26 23/34
40 Mississippi Norman D. Walker 37 percent 2/8 6/12
41 Connecticut Steve Firmani 35 percent 3/15 11/22
42 Wyoming Richard Beckwith 33 percent 2/3 0/8
43 Delaware John Ventre 33 percent 0/3 213
44 Arkansas Norman D. Walker 32 percent 7125 11/29
45 Maine Steve Firmani 27 percent 2/14 10/24
46 Nevada Ellen Bullock 19 percent 7/25 5/42
47 Vermont Steve Firmani 11 percent 1/8 1/9
48 Virginia Susan L. Swiatek 10 percent 4/26 2/31
49 Hawaii Lorna Hunter 8 percent 02 1/6
50 Wisconsin Nathan Tomisich 7 percent 2/28 3/43
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Mutual UFO Network, Inc.
2619 West 11th St. Rd., Suite 21
Greeley, Colorado 80634

970.352.5319 1.888.817.2220
www.mufon.com

For membership questions To report a UFO sighting
Call the MUFON office at Help us investigate, research, and educate
970.352.5319 and ask for Patti. by reporting your sighting.
Or e-mail patti@mufon.com Go to www.mufon.com/reportufo.htm

An investigator may contact you.
For change of address

E-mail your name, MUFON number, old address, To leave a legacy to MUFON
and new address to hg@mufon.com (please include Don’t let your valuable research end up at a flea
the words “change of address” in the subject line). market or estate sale! Please remember MUFON
: in your will. Besides monetary bequests, you can
To order MUFON merchandise donate UFO case files, periodicals, etc. Contact
Books, videos, CDs, DVDs, back issues of MUFON MUFON at 970.232.3110 for more information.
UFO Journal, copies of MUFON Symposium
proceedings, and clothing, cups, and pins with the To nominate a Volunteer of the Month
MUFON logo may be ordered the following ways: Do you know someone in the MUFON organization
o visit www.mufon.com who deserves to be recognized in the Journal
+ call 970.352.5319 and ask for Patti as a Volunteer of the Month?
+ e-mail patti@mufon.com Contact your state director, and e-mail
editor@mufon.com (please include the words
To order Symposium Proceedings and DVDs “yolunteer nomination” in the subject line).
MUFON has published the proceedings of the annual :
MUFON International UFO Symposiums since 1971. To contz-lct th.e Edltm_' of MUFON UFO Journal
* 2008 published proceedings “UFOs: A Worldwide E-mail Janice Currie at editor@mufon.com

Phenomenon” ($33 postpaid in U.S. or $42 outside
the U.S.) may be ordered from the office or at To access the MUFON members message board

www.mufon.com mufonmembers.proboards55.com
+ 2008 speaker DVDs, videos, and audio CDs Case-sensitive password: Hynek1947
($19.95 each or $159.95 for a set of nine DVDs)

may be ordered from the office or at
www.mufon.com

» Speaker DVDs, videos, and audio CDs of

symposiums prior to 2008, may be ordered from MUFON UFO Journal Adver tiSing Rates
The International UFO Congress
g?lso;‘tﬂglgley 2?502219(16, 103-408, frequency 1time | 3times 6 times
652_385_30‘3“ back cover $450 | $425each | $400 each
www.ufocongressstore.com inside back cover $425| $400each | $375each
full page inside $350| $325each | $300each
half page $250 | $225each | $200 each
. uarter page $150| $125each | $100each
UFO Radio 3 : pes
calling card $55| $50each| $45each
New episodes of The Black Vault Radio
every Tuesday and Thursday night. Contact Patti Wolff, business manager,
www.blackvault.com at 970.352.5319 or patti@mufon.com
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marketplace

The Allies of Humanity
Books 1 & 2

by Marshall Vian Summers

“It is a very difficult situation to be
the race that is discovered, to be the
Natives of a new world.”

www.alliesofhumanity.org
(Book 1 free online)

MUFON 2006 DVD
Marshall Vian Summers:
“The Alien Agenda

and the Ethics of Contact”

Available from New Knowledge Library
800.938.3891
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12/21/2012: A Prophecy

By John Ventre, MUFON State Director
of Pennsylvania & West Virginia

“One Possible Future,
One Alien Past”
Autographed copy
at www.johnventre.com
or mail an $18 check to:
250 Lancewood Place
Greensburg, Pa 15601

12/21/20]2

A PROPHECY

JOHN L. WENTRE

Jenna Orion’s New Book Released

The Legend of ‘The Nine’: The Untold Story

Dr. John E. Mack’s quote: “Authentic and Uncommon”

Jenna’s Life with Extraterrestrial Humans
A story that will change your belief system!

www.JennaOrion.com

In the Spirit of Truth

a UFO Conference
November 12-14, 2010

LONGSTREET HOTEL AND CASINO
AMARGOSA VALLEY, NEVADA

Featured speakers: Barbara Lamb presents
never-before-seen research on crop circles

Travis Walton

Melinda Leslie

Meisha Johnston
Pancho the Crystal Skull

www.truthufocon.com

Sponsored by the Las Vegas UFO Hunters
and Higher Vibrations UFO Radio

www.meetup.com/ufos-193
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the night sky

IS
By Gavin A. J. McLeod

Bright Planets (Evening Sky)

m Venus (magnitude -4.8 to 4.2):
From Virgo into Libra. In the north-
ern hemisphere Venus will begin
October low above the southwest
horizon at sunset and will set below
the west-southwest horizon about
45 minutes later; as the month pass-
es Venus will sink and be lost in
the glare of the setting Sun. In the

Arcturus ,

_Antares

Mars
The 1\'10011.

*Venus

Observers who look toward the southwest just after sunset on October 9 will

southern hemisphere Venus will set
below the southwest horizon about
three and a half hours after sunset.
m Mars (magnitude 1.5): In Libra.
In the northern hemisphere Mars
will begin October above the south-
west horizon at sunset and will set
75 minutes later; by month’s end
Mars will be above the southwest
horizon and will set about one hour
later. In the southern hemisphere
Mars will set below the western ho-
rizon three hours after sunsest.

m Jupiter (magnitude 2.9): From
Pisces to Aquarius. In the north-
ern hemisphere Jupiter will begin
October low above the eastern ho-
rizon at sunset and will set below
the western horizon about 45 min-
utes before sunrise. By month’s

moon phases

last quarter: October 1
new moon: October 7
first quarter: October 14
full moon: October 23

conjunctions & occultations

October 9: Venus 3.0 degrees south
of the Moon

October 10: Mars 4 degrees north
of the Moon

October 20: Jupiter 7 degrees south
of the Moon
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see the Moon, Venus and Mars close together in the evening sky.

end Jupiter will be very low above
the eastern horizon and will set be-
low the western horizon about one
hour before sunrise. In the southern
hemisphere Jupiter will be low over
the eastern horizon at sunset and
will set below the western horizon
one hour before sunrise.

Bright Planets (Morning Sky)

m Mercury (magnitude -1.1 to
-1.4): From Virgo into Libra. In the
northern hemisphere Mercury will
begin October rising above the east-
ern horizon one hour before sun-
rise; by month’s end Mercury will
sink and be lost in the glare of the
setting Sun. In the southern hemi-
sphere Mercury will be low above
the eastern horizon at sunrise.

m Saturn (magnitude 0.9): In Vir-
go. In the northern hemisphere Sat-
urn will begin October very low
above the western horizon at sunset
and will set about 10 minutes lat-
er; as the month passes Saturn will
slowly rise until it is standing high
about the east-southeast horizon at
sunrise. In the southern hemisphere
Saturn will begin the month lost in
the glare of the setting Sun; as the
month passes it will rise until it’s

24

standing low above the eastern ho-
rizon at sunrise.

Celestrial Phenomena

Zodiacal Light will be visible in
northern latitudes in the East before
the start of morning twilight from
October 5 to 19. Zodiacal light is
sunlight bouncing off dust grains in
our solar system. Look for a pyra-
mid of light just over the horizon
somewhat resembling light from a
city or town. m
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